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One ſhall be taken, and another left. 
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| SERMON 


Preach'd to the Old South Church in Boſton, 
March 22. 17401. 


A Seaſon wherein there was à remarkable Dif play 
of the ſovereign Grace of Gon in the Work of 


CONVERSION. . 


| Pabliſh'd by the Requeſt, and at the Expence, of an 
* HoNOURABZLE PHRSON belonging to that 


2 — 
WILLIAM Cobber, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel. 
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loale 17. 34, 38, 36. 


tell you, in that Night there ſhall be two Men in one 
Bed; the one ſhall be taken, and the uw Jr 
lt. TI 


wo Women fhall be grinding erben; the one foal be 
taken, and the other left. 


wo Men ſhall be in the Field; the one ſpall be laken, 
and the other left. 


m — 
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od ON HESE Words admit of a three- 
: HEE © G fold Application. They may be 


S 16 applied to the Ruin which came 
E * T upon the Nation and People of the 
ess 15 Fews, after they had crucified the 
5 80 ONES Loxp of Glory, and rejected his 

E Goſpel; when the Romans laid 
iege to their City, 2 took it, and ſuch Multitudes 
riſh'd by Famine and by Sword: And to this 
deed they primarily refer. They are a Prediction 
a wonderful Diſt inction which ſhould be made at 
at calamitous Time by divine Providence, accord- 
g to that which had been before made by divine 
race; even among People of the ſame Buſineſs and 
ircumſtances of Life, and alſo in the ſame viſible 
anger, All Things ſhould not then come alike to 
There ſhould | be a different Event to the Be- 
ver and the Unbeliever z thoſe who were the Diſ⸗ 
icy of Chriſt, and thoſe who were not ſo. The 


one, 


6 Ove ſhall be taken, 


one, by a ſovereign Turn of Providence, ſhould be 
ſaved from the common Deſolation, and the the = 
left to periſh in it. If two Men were at Work in the 
Held together, and one of them was a Chriſtian, He 
mould be led out into a ſecret Place of Safety, and 
have his Life given him for a Prey; while the other 


ſhould be left to fall into the Enemies Hands, and 5 
die by the Sword. If but two Women were grind. 4 

at the Mill, and one of them belong'd to Chriſt, : 
(For, in Chrift Feſus there is neither Male nor Female.) 5 


She, tho* but a Woman, a Woman, of low 
'Degree, in the Condition of a 4 Bond. Maid, ſhould be 
reſcu'd, and hid under the Wing of the divine Pro- 
tection, while the other ſhould be abandon'd, and 
 cartied away with the over-flowing Scourge. IF wil 
intimate Acquaintance, or near Relations, were in 
Bed together, one of them related to Cn R187, the 
ether not, He, who was the Friend of Cn RIS T, 
ſhould be plucked as a Brand out of the burning, 
While his Fellow ſhould be left to ſhare the common} 
hut dreadful Fate. Such diſtinguiſhing Preſerva - 
tions are ſometimes granted in Times of general De- 
ſtruction. So Lot was faved out of Sodom, and Noa) oy 
was preſerv'd when the old World was drown'd.l-* 
And when the threaten'd amazing Ruin of Feruſa- 
Jem was compleated, this Prophecy or Promiſe was. 
an a viſible and very wonderful Manner fulfilled: 8 
For all the Chriſtians among them were ſav'd from 
periſhing in that Calamity, by the ſpecial Care o 
Heaven; as the Jeuiſb Hiſtory informs us — This 
Jhould encourage us to diſtinguiſh our ſelves for Gop, ak 
in Times of common Detection and general Cor- 
ruption. Believe it, tho? in ſome Ref] you may 
be Loſers for Religion, yet you ſhall not finally be 
| Loſers by ic. All our Safety lies in a faithful Adhe- 5 
rence to CHRIS. We have this Commiſſion from 
the eternal Gop, (1/at. 3. 10.) Say ye to the rightt- 


a9, Tat it plied with bi 5 40 al 


and another leſt. 7 


Je Fruit of their Doings. Wo to the wicked, it Hall be 
= with bim; for the Reward of bis Hands ſhall be 
oen bim. And our Duty and Encouragement are 
It together by the Prophet, (Zeph. 2. 3.) Seek ye 
. LORD, all ye meek of the Earth, which baue 
Srought bis Judgment; ſeek Righteouſneſs, ſeek Meek- 
, it may be ye ſhall be bid in the Day of the LORD's 
er. 


Tar Words may alſo be applied to the general 
"Way of Fudgment, at the ſecond Coming of Jzsvs 
Fusse, and the Seperation which will be made at 
at Day. The LoxD knows them that are his 3 
d this Day will make them manifeſt. The Sheep 
)all. be divided from the Goats, the Ele from the 

. K-probate, Men will not be taken into Heaven by 
Families, as Noah was into the Ark, but by Indi- 
iduals. One ſhall be taken, and another ſhall be left. 
le ſhall be diſtinguiſh'd from thoſe neareſt to him 
= this World, according to his own perſonal Cha- 
Wacter ; as he is found in or out of CHRIST.“ Thoſe 
"Wat ſleep in the Duſt of the, Earth, two in the ſame 
rave, their Aſhes mix'd, yet ſhall ariſe, one to be 
aken to everlaſting Life, the other left to. Shame 
Ind everlaſting Contempt.” — But the Diſtinction 
Pere may rather be applied to them who ſhall be - 
pund alive at CHRIsT's ſecond Coming. CHRisT 
ill come unlook'd for. It may be the laſt Trumpet 
ill begin to ſound in the dead of the Night, when 
People are in a faſt and ſecure Sleep; and they who 
re aſleep together in the ſame Bed, one - ſhall be 
ken up to meet the Lox p and his Angels in the 
Wir, and be adjudg'd to eternal Life; the other left 
o ſtand trembling with the wicked, and be adjudgd 
o eternal Death. Or, if He. ſhall ſo come as to 
nd People buiſy at their uſual Occupations, in the 
Field, or at the Mill; if they are Veſſels of Meray. 
$<pared unto Glory, they ſhall be taken from their 
8 b worldly 


| 
| 
| 


worldly Labours to the Reſt and Bleſſedneſs « 
Heaven; ſhall change the low and weariſome Work 


on, they muſt be left amongſt the Priſoners of divine 


was written before him, for them that feared th 


* that it ſhall leave them neither Root nor Branch. Bu 
unto you that fear my Name, ſhall the Sun of Righte- 


Pall tread down the wicked; for. they ſhall be — 
Y | 4 


8 One ſhall be taken, 


of ploughing and grinding, for the heavenly delight- 
ful Employment of finging Praiſes to Him that fits 

the Throne, and the Lamb for ever and ever: 
Gr. if they are Veſſels of Wrath fitted for DeftruRti. 


Juſtice, to receive the Wages of Sin, which is Death, 
eternal Death and Damnation; muft be left a Prey 
to the Devil, who, when Cyr 1$sT has gather d out, 
his own, will carry the Reſidue into his own Place 
the burning Tophet, prepared of old for him, and all 
that belong to him, which is deep and large enough 
to hold. them all. The Difference 'which will be 
made between the one and the other in this great 
diſcrimating Day, is repreſented to you in Word: 
moſt awful and moving, by the Prophet Malachi, in 
the latter End of the third, and beginning of the 
fourth Chapter of his Book, which cloſes the Canon 
of the Old Teſtament. Then they that feared the 
LORD fpake often one to another, and the LORD 
bearkned and heard it; and a Book of Remembranc 


LORD, and that thought upon his Name. And tt 
ſhall be mine, ſaith the LORD of Hoſts, in that Da 
when I make up my Jewels, and I will ſpare them as 
a Man fpareth his own Son that ſerveth him. Then 
ſhall ye return, and diſcern between the righteous and 
the wwicked ; between him that ſerveth GOD, and hin 
that ſerveth him not. For behold, the Day cometh that 
ſhall burn as an Oven, and all the Proud, yea, and al 
that do wickedly ſhall be Stubble, and the Day tha 
cometh ſhall burn them up, ſaith the LORD of Hoſts 


ouſneſs ariſe with Healing in bis Wings ; and ye ſpall 
o forth, and grow up as Calves of the Stall. And y 


5 # 
and another leſt. 


under the Soles Fiet, in the D IT v1 
rn. P. 


} 0 W % Words may be applied * — 
the Goſpel, both in 55 firſt reaching of it, and in 
aſter Times. So they are applied by good Expoſi- 
tors; and fo I deſign to apply them in the followi 
Diſcourſe, as Gop ſhall vouchſafe' to help. And, 
O thou' GOD of my Maſter CHRIST, I beſeeth thee 
ſend me good Speed this Day And tet Jome, at leaſt, Fe 
taken, if-others maſt be ft 12 3 

I would obſerve to you, wy e That * 
ever the Goſpel is preachd in Simplicity and Purity, 


it is juſtly ſuppos de there are ſotde, more or 4 


* 


to be 1 and ſav'd in that Place, and amo 
that People. For when ull that Belong to Gop 
converted in a Plate; then Go ks his Goſpel 


or tar, lag ON « pr doc 
one tiers e * * * 


d 


8 [has — 


1 would pee eee "Thoſe that ar convifted 
dy the Preaching of the Golpel, effectually called 
Home to 'J#3vs CMAISr, they may 
be ſaid to be takes; taken by the Grace and Spirit 
of Go. Thedaving Grace "of God, it is prevent- 
Grace. We Jobe dim becauſe he firſt loved d. 
e Son of Man is ſald z have come to ſeek, and 
to ſave that which is loſt) not only 0, ſave them, 
but to ſect them in oder to his faving of them; to 
ſeck them that dic not ſcek after him, but were go- 

ing aſtray from him. Go» therefore ſays of his 
People, 1 am fognd'of them that ſought me not; 1 
am made manifeſt to them, that aſked not for me. 
And the Apoſtle Paul tpeaks of hüppſelf after bis 
Converſion, as appreheniled of CAR NH Jxsvs. 
Phil 3. 12. I falloto er, if bat ny apprebend 

— 3 n. 5 of - CHRIST 
JESU. 


* 
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Iden Fllen Man would never ſock dhe G0 
if G05 4d not keck after him; ' bat go farther and 


farther from him, and keep at an everlaſting Diſtance. 


The Language of the Heart of every natural Man to | 
Gop is that, Depart from u, for we defire. not the” 


Knowledge of thy Ways. I think we ſee this 
— 2 EY 8 Had Adam x 
any Purpoſe, any Inclination to return to Gov: after 
they had Tans⸗d! 1 0 no! They endeavour'd to get as 
far away from Gop as ever they could. The Ap- 
proach of Gop made them. flie from him. They 
heard the Voice of the Loxd Gop walking in the 


Garden. in the Cool of the Day; and Adam and his 


Wife hid themſelves from the Preſence of the LoR D 


So, amongſt the Trees of the Garden. But the 


paſſionate Gop purſued him out of Kindneſs to 
Aim, and in — to his Recovery. The Lord 
Gop called unto Adam, and ſaid unto him, H#bere 
. And he faid, 1 beard 1 


by Voice and was 
raid, and hid my ſelf, If Gop had not thus call'd 
to him to 4 him, his Condition bun, ben as 


deſperate ith of eg, "Is, 


a Taas.is alſo x Fe PRE 3g 
in the Parables of 1 the loſt Sheep, and the loſt Piete 


of Silver, in the 15th Chapter of 9 1 4 be 
ba- 


worth while to turn Jou to them. 
this Parable unto them, » What 1 7 of > 
ving an hundred Sheep, if be ig one of them; doth not 
leave the ninety and nine in the; Wilderneſs, and go 
after that which is loſt, until he find it? And when be 
hath found it, he layeth it on bit Shoulders rejoicing. 
And when be cometh bome, be calleth together his Friends 


T have found my Sheep 4; was loſt, 1 ſay unto 
that beuge Foy: Bal be. in Heaven over one Sinner 
that repentetl, mort —_ ouer Ninety and nine juſt 
Perſons, which need no Repenttance, © Either what Mo- 
3 | 1 mas 


and Neighbours, ſaying unto them, Rejoice with 2 
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an ten Pieces of Silver, if ſhe loſe one Pieces 
doth not light a Candle, and fweep the Houſe, and 
feek diligently till ſhe find it? And when ſhe hath found 
it, ſbe calleth her Friends and her — togetber, 
ng, Rejoice with me, for I have the Piece 
— J bad loſt. Likewiſe I ſay . 5 Were is 
Foy in the Preſence of the Angels of GOD, over one 
Sinner that repenteth, The Scope of theſe two Para- 
bles is to ſhew, not only that the Converſion of Sin- 
ners is highly pleafing to the bleſſed Gop, but that 
it originates with Him: That if He did not take the 
Pains to ſeek and find them, they would never be 
happy in a Return to him.— And we are taught the 
ſame in that which follows, the Parable of the Pro- 
digal Son. When he was brought Home, his Father 
ſaid concerning him, This my Son was loft, but is 
faund. Gop ſent thoſe Afflictions upon him with a 
Deſign of Mercy, which were the Means to bring 
him to that Conſideration which iſſued in his Conver- 
ſion ; and ſanctified them to him, or they had not 
anſwer'd the End. And the Reſolution he took up, 
I will ariſe, and go to my Father, was of God's form- 
ing in him; for He worketh in us, both to will and 
to do of his good Pleaſure. Therefore it is ſaid that 
be was found when he came Home; ſought and 
found by the divine Grace:—Gon uſes a Variety of 
Means to ſeek, find, or tate poor Sinners; his 
preached Word, the Checks and Admonitions of 
Conſcience, Providences merciful and afflictive, the 
faithful Reproofs and Warnings of others, and their 
8 Examples, and the Convictions of his holy 
pirit. Where he has a ſaving Deſign, his Spirit 
ſets in powerfully with the Word and other Meats, 
and the Perſon is taten; is effectually called from 


— 


din and the World; to Goo and Holineſs ; is deli» © 


ver'd out of the Power of Darkneſs, and tranſlated 
into the Kingdom of Gop's dear Sonn. T 


. N , 7 * 4 
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12 One ſhalt 'be taken, p 
, Anv*this Grace of Gov in bringing Sinners Hons! i 
do himſelf is diſtinguiſbing. Theſe are taken, while | 
* othersare /eft; left K in a Ste of Nature, left in the | 
| —_ of the Devil, left to. go on in Sin will they. 4 
ſh wonderfully, and are deſtroy'd without a Re- 
medy. Thus it was in the Days of CHRIS T's Mi- 
| niſtry; ſome believed the Things that were ſpoken, and t 
an were taken to Cyr1sT; others believed not, and | 
| were left to periſh in Unbelief. And thus it is to | 
this Day. The Goſpel Net encloſes ſome, and lets 
others go: The Preaching of the Word is to ſome 
a Savour of Life anto Life, but to others the Savour | 
of Death unto uber | 


by" of. all ihe are cw ſome little Children, | 
| ſome young People, ſome middle aged, and ſome | 
| aged; but others of all theſe Ages are left. = = 


| 

| 

5 Sons of all Ranks and Degrees are ad while | 
| others are left. Some mighty and noble, as well as | 
the weak and baſe Things of this World _ fome 
2» rich, as well as many poor. 


| _ of al Qualidics and Conditions are A 
while others are left. Some of the moſt ignorant: 
Babes in Knowledge are made wiſe to Salvation, 
and have thoſe Myiteries revealed to them, which 
are hid from the wiſe and prudent.— Some of the 
moral and civil are taken, and are changed into the 
divine Image by a bleſſed Work of Regeneration, 
and ſo made meet tor the Inheritance ot the Saints 
in Light, while others are left to reſt in Morality, 
neber Sock atter a new Nature, and ſo come ort of 
eternal Lite, as did the ders Man in the Goſpel. 
Some ot the moſt vicious and wicked, filthy and 
impure; Drunkards, Fornicators, Adaukcrers, Swear- 
| ®,, ers; ſuch Sinners as the Corinibiaus were, ate taken, 
e are waſhed, ſanctified and juſtified, while other 
E 4 5 ſuch 


oo 
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and anctherfleſt." 13 
ſuch Sinners are left to add Iniquity 5 Wale A 
ro creaſure up Wrath againſt the Da Day of ra 4 | 

hteous Gop faying concerning them, He that is 
lg, bs him be fle il "or or 


Sox of all Countries 2nd Climates, Complexions 
and Colours; ſome of the black as well as the white : 
For Gop has made of one Blood all Nations of 
Men; and a Number are redeem'd to him by the 
Blood of Chriſt, out of every Tongue, Kindred and 
People, Therefore ſome of different Nations are 
taken, and brought into the Houſhold of Faith, while 
others are left to continue Aliens to the Common 
wealth of 17ael, and Strangers to the Covenant of 
Promiſes. Some of the Slaves in our Families are 
taken, and made the Lon p's Free-men, brought 
into the glorious Liberty of the Children of Gop, 
while others are left in ſpiritual as well as tem- 
poral Servitude, and continue the Devils Slaves'; of 

ic my dei the" M or Mines is lefe. 


Soscz of 'the ſame Calling and Employment are 
taken, while others are left: Some that follow their 
worldly Buſineſs together, grind at the fame Mil, 
work in the ſame Field or Tard, ſerve in the fame 
Shop or Compting- Houſe, are taken our of the King- 
dom of Darkneſs, and tranſlated into the Kingdom, 
of Gop's dear Son, while another is left in the Gall 
of Bitterneſs, and under the Bond of Iniquity.— 
There is ſuch a Set of Acquaintance, who had their 
Times and Places of meeting together, one of them 
is taken, is ſtruck, awaken'd, converted, . while the 
others are left, and ſee their Companion going to 
Heaven without them. — They that live in the ſame 
Houſe, and eat every Day at the ſame Table, one of 
them is taken, and the reſt left. Two lodge 
ther in one Bed, the one is taken, the other is 
Que Babe er Sifter- taken, the other left: . 

Wife 


** | N 
14 One ſhall be taken, | 
Mie taken, the Huſband left ; or the Huſband taken, 
and the Wife left. Thus Gop has ſaid, I will bauve 
Mercy on whom 1 will have Mercy.— And tho* his 
Sovereignty is to be ador'd with, reſpect to the Diſ- | 
penſations of his Grace, yet his Juſtice can never be 
tax'd. And it will appear in the great Day, that 
they that are left juſtly deſerv'd to be fo, inaſmuch 

as they wilfully refus'd the Goſpel Calls. So Gon 
fays concerning them, Prov. 1. latter end. For that 
they bated Knowledge, and did not chuſe the Fear of 
the LORD. They would none of my Counſel ; they 
deſpiſed all my Reproof. Therefore ſhall they eat of 
the Fruit of - their wy and be * with their 
020% Devices. —— 


1 make no doubt but all of you think what has 
led me to theſe _ this un the remark- 
able. Work of Grace ope going on 
oe the eminent Succeſs which Gop hag 
been pleas'd to give to his N Goſpel of late; 
the = rizing Effuſion of the Holy Spirit, as a 
Spirit & Converſ on to a blefſed Number, I doubt 
not; as a Spirit of Conviien unto many. I would 
therefore baſten to improve the Words in an Ap- 
plication to three ſorts of Perſons.— To thoſe that 
have been taken in the Goſpel Net, and upon Scrip- 
tural Grounds may be thought to. be converted. 
To thoſe who are at preſent only under Convictions, 
and ſo are in a hopeful Way to be converted, tho? 
not yet got through the ſtrait Gate.—And to thoſe 
who are yet unawaken'd, and * to remain in car 
his Security, n | 


I would apply my ſelf to ſuch as bow been 

Sf in the Goſpel Net, and upon Scriptural Grounds 
may be thought to be converted; whether it be 
formerly or lately; by thoſe Means of Grace which 
| ex 8 enjoy d in Wine Courls of * * 
ou 


"al 


_ 
ins uh. 


= * | * by 
0 another leſt. Fe "15 


dee ee we bean eier en of the ordinary 
Courſe. 


You ſhould admire.the Grace of Gov, and ble his i 
Name for ever. Hail! thou art highly favour'd 1 
Bleſſed art thou among Mex, among Women, 
Children; if thou an ESSE 

the LoR D, i rejoice in Go 
iy | PS — Chg the, 
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left, and yer in thould not come nigh bim. 
* is that to ibis Mercy, that many Thouſands ſhould 
fall inta Hell on thy right Hand, and on thy leſt, 
and thou be reſcy'd and fav'd ? It becomes you to 
take up the Pſalmiſt's Reſolution, Pſal. 86. 12, 1g. 
1 will praiſe thee, O LORD my GOD, with all my 
2 and I will glorify thy Name ſor euer more. 
Fer great is ery ORs} 
0 livered my Soul from the loweſt Hell, Give Gos the 85 


— * 
ny 
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e eibom ye believed, even as the LORD" gave 


i 
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ſtruments, beware of aſcribing too much to ben. le 
Inſtructors in Cut 


him from "far upon 


Gratitude and 
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16 One al be taken, 
Cory of our Conrerfßon. Whoever were: the In- 


be ſome of you may ſay, Tho' I have man 

Inſe Ker, yet have I not many Za. 
thers; for it was by ſuch one that I was 
to Curisr Jesvs th the Goſpel. Well; Tis 
your Duty to bleſs Go» for him ; that over you 
faw his Face, and heard. his Voice: And if Gov ſent 
this Deſign, it is 4 
rcumſtanoe "that ſhould p to raiſe your A dmita- 
tion and Thankfulneſs. Yet, don't look ſo mueh at 
the Inſtrument, as to over-look the Efficient, For, 
r 


irre 


Mas; The moft powerful Preachi & bo © bat oo | 
dead Words, inlets antcadpan d with: | 
the divine Spirit. Therefore,” ker no Man 7 2 in 
Men but let him that gloriethy' glory in the = 
. exerciſah ne nn! * the Earth. 

-Orvan bolt back! on bn yore canned Obie; un 
compare i with thy t State, to eneite 

© Behold! of & Child 

Devil, thou art made the: Son of Gop f Of 18 
of Satan, thou art become Cn wret's Free- man! Of 
un Heir of an Hell and Damnation, an Heir to Hea 
ven and Salvation! — Here's Change for the better 
indeed !— A Change 1 2 and better that 
that ſudden one Which Joſeph experienced. He was 
laid im Priſon, and ſhut up in "Uh the dark and--noiſom 
Dungeon, where his Feet were loaded with Fetters 
and he was hurt wick Iron: But the A ſet 
looſed him; took his own Ning from off his Hand; 
3 on Werd Hand, FINE N in N 


222 rr N * oh EY 1 1 
p ede Mr. ene Tennant had mae 
teir Mifit ta the Tgwn ; whoſe * Miniſtry eee 
v was attended with eminent Succ 


reer ETIEEIYTTEITEEY:) 


4. of fine Paths ad put a golden 955 about liig 
Is = Neck; made him to ride in the ſecond Chariot tr 
1 bad, and caus'd him to be praclaimd Vice- roy 
"4 over al} the Land of Apt; {6 that K. eus in the 
en rone only that Phargob was' than he.— B. 
en are an Heir of Gov, a jon Heir-wi 


all 7 with CHR fit do 
Throne, as He is fe" down wit 
His Fate on His Throne. _ This Honour debe all 
the * 1 50 Pt ſbe LORD. | | 


Fxs x30s CHRIST : You are made a BY 


Fort hk you err fas boch what you my 
what you are. That before your Converſion, 
e oo and. it pr 

Actice; or if you 


you were as bad 


n continual. Dunger of 
Miſfardages, as Jhall offend 
len; and yoeund your o 

be 'not bigh Tres bug 
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18 One. ſhall be taken, 
with, ſiaful Practices; but : 

4 From the World... It 1 1 755 4. ee 
eavenly Calli Lin; ri hg are called : 

e, Let in Heaven. O! what 

ar Perſons ought you to be, in all holy Con- 


1 verſation and Godlineſs? Gop has. done more for 
7 for others, and you ſhould do . more for 
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ire to be ih good. Come out fat 

and up for him, in the Midft of à crooked 
and perverſe ion. Be not content to live at 
that el Rate in Religion, which the Generality. of 
Profeſſors are ſatisfied with. But let the Temper of 
the Apoſtle be yours, who ſays, Thove not yet dd, 
neither am J 8 perfect; but 2 after, if that 
1 may apprehend that, i or which alſo I am 
bended of 2 Brethren, I count not 
my 77 N to have 275 " neither an Ten: but this 
one thing I do, forgetting thoſe things which are behi 
and reaching. Knto thoſe that are before, 1 preſs tqwar 
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TO ind another leſt. 19 
vittions be, don't 7% in tbem. Don't ſtop at Con- 
victions. But ſeek the holy Spirit as a Spirit of Re- 
generation. ' Labour after a compleat Converſion to 
Go, a ſaving Cloſe with the Lon D JESUS CHRIST. 
—Haſten to Cyr1sT in the Way of Faith, For 
tho? the Invitation is to the weary and heavy laden, 
yet the Promiſe is to him that cometh. Come unte 


me, all ye that labour and are beavy laden, and I will 
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Reſt.—I believe Gop has a Deſign to take 
ve a Number of you. Some have obtained 
Mercy already, as we have good Reaſon to think. 
And the Time, the ſet Time to ſhew ſpecial Favour 
to others, 1 hope is near at Hand. We hope to ſee 
others brought out of Darkneſs into marvellous Light, 
But it is to be fear'd, a Number of thoſe who are 
now under Convictions, will after all be /z7; be left 
to relapſe into Sin and Security, and left as to 
periſh for ever. It always has been fo when any 
remarkable general Work of Gop has been going 
on. It was ſo in the Times of the ſucceſsful Mini- 
ſtry of Jobn the Baptiſt, our Saviour, and his 
Apoſtles; and there is no Reaſon to think but it will 
be ſo now. Nb this 2 no real 
Blemiſh to the Work is n preadi 
amongſt us. The preſent Seacen b indeed — 
dinary. We have enjoy'd ſome new, powerful, and 
impreſſive Means of Grace. Many have been wro't 
upon. There are many Examples of Perſons in 
Concern for e . = ſtriving aſter 1 
Religion, and eſpecially the Nature and Neceſſity © 
—— now tuch more the Subject of Gon- 
verſation than has been uſual. But as theſe Things 
become more familiar, and the Ocraſion begins to 
grow old, it may be expected the Concern of ſome 
will abate ; — Sa — \ 1 7 _ 
great, decay. at ſength ge 
e will appear to be ſuch Manner G PS. 
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comes to paſs, that you may not be offended, But 
that none of you who hear me this Day may be df 
1 8 unhappy Number, I beſeech you to be aware, of 
e Danger of this. 1 don't ſay this to dil 


any of you; No; Gop, forbid! But to prevent the 


Thing as to v Therefore let a Senſe our Dan- 
ger — this Relpett, ſtir you up to —— Prayer, 
and the diligent Uſe of other , that you may 
obtain that Grace which is ſpecial and ſaving. - Be 
Parten much is concerns you to go on ab you 

have begun, to hold out to the End: And let nothing 
diſcourage. you. If you don't preſently obtain, don't 
give over ſeeking. Remember Gop is ſovereign as 
to the Time of his ſhewing Mercy. And Gace He 
has waited ſo. long upon pu, don't think much of 
waiting longer upon Him. Remember that Ward, 
HFHoſea 6. 3. Then ſhall ye know, if you follow an 10 
know the LORD. And what our Saviour has ſaid, 
Hſe, and ye | ſhall receive; ſeek, and ye fhull' find; 
rock, and it fhall be opened to you —Y ou maſt not 
only aſk, but ſcet; and not only ſeek, but Enaat 
and you mult. continue ©, knock till the Door of 
Mercy be open'd ro you. Will you reſolve to do 
Jo in the Strength of Gop ?,O! it 1 could bat gain 
this of you, to r:tolvc chat you will continue ſeeking, 
tho* it ſhould be to the laſt Gaſp of your Like, 1 
None not doubt of your Converſion and Salvation. 
ray reſoive then; I beteech you reſolve upon this 
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Oy Eriends If you ſhould looſe your Convicti- 
ens before. ybu are converted, and rclapſe into your 
did State, your laſt, State would be worſe than your 
firſt s your Converſion more difficult, and more un- 
hikely. This would look as if you were to be finally 
left. The dying away of vou Convictions, would 
ten che Life of your Soul, O L would be jea - 
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tbe new Creation! LORD God Almighty, Let wone- 
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thoſe who remain yet in their old State of carnal [Eaſe 
and Security.— Some are converted, W 
nenen 1 


Many of you Children, mr Ps 
e many 

of you remain untouch'd, not at all ſhock*d, at d 
endete Time z when others of your Ae are great. 
y mov'd, and are preſſing into the of Gov, 
O what a Sign is this upon you! What a dark Symp- 
tom of Reprobation! Lou have been left hitheito ; 
but it may be 4s i the Day in which you are to be 
taken, in which Grace will lay hold on 
you. The Lord grant chat it may be ſo ! Save 
nom, O LORD, I beſeech iber; O LORD. I beſeech 
thee, fond now Proſperity. Open the Ears that 
have biherto bees ſtops, the Eyes that bave 'been bind 
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| know, love, 
lighted in here z and it may be liv'd with? I ſay, 
an you bear to think of being everlaſtingly ſepa- 
rated from theſe, as far as Hell is from Heaven? 
But if you can bear to think of this now, how 
will you bear to ſee it another Day, and find it 
miſt be ſa ? How! will your bear that p__ Day, | 
when you ſhall ſee bem aſcend in a ſhining Train 
with Cys 13TH their Lok v, into the higheſt Heaven, 
d for 


| there to take Poſſeſſion of the Manſions 
MY them before the Foundation of the World z but you 
lo yoor-ſelves ſhir-out; and inſtesd of aſcending with 


chem, drag'd into the Place of Dragons, to be ſore 
# broken. there fur ever and ever -O vill it not ever- 
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